A thousand years ago, the state of the art that combines words 
and pictures was the illuminated manuscript - a carefully crafted, 
fragile document telling a tale only a select few would ewer be 
privileged to read. A thousand years from now, the art form 
may ewohie so that each of us takes the raw electrons from the 
air and turns them into our own fantasies, mowing and speaking 
on command for the world to access. In between those forms, 
we have comics. 



DC Comics celebrates the millennium mark by offering you the best and most vital examples of our 
art form. This millennium collection represents our most creative, most cataclysmic and most 
collectible issues for your shelf. 

If ' Paul Levitz 
Executive Vice President S Publisher 



REMEMBERING THE MILLENNIUM 



In the Golden Age of Comics, 

super-heroes were often followed into action 
by a young sidekick, Captain Marvel played 
both hero and sidekick — and acted out every 
child's power fantasy. All Billy had to do to be 
transformed into a super-powered he-man 
was say the name of the Wizard who gave 
him this special ability. 

The Wizard's real name seems to have 
been lost in the mists of time, 
but to Billy he was known by 
the first initials of these biblical 
and mythological characters: 
Solomon, Hercules, Atlas, Zeus, 
Achilles, and Mercury: Shazam. 

With powers derived irom 
these mighty names, Billy 
fought crime in its myriad forms as an adult, 
most frequently opposing the evil genius Dr. 
Thaddeus Bodog Sivana. 

National Comics, publisher of 
Superman, saw that Captain Marvel could 
fly, had extraordinary strength, a secret 
identity and a bald archnemesis. A lawsuit 
claiming copyright infringement was filed by 
National in the 1940s, and the battle raged 
through the courts for more than a decade. 



Whiz Comics #2 
Captain Marvel 
Debuts 




The fact is that Captain Marvel captured 
kids' imaginations, and his line of titles grew 
rapidly and soon outsold Superman. Much of 
the credit goes to Bill Parker, a Fawcett staffer 
assigned to launch a comics line. His original 
thought was to create a team of six heroes, 
each with a mighty power. Publisher Ralph 
Daigh thought that was too cumbersome, so 
Parker folded the six into one being. Captain 
Thunder. The art assignment 
went to Charles Clarence 
Beck, a young staff artist who 
readily took to comics. His 
clean, cartoony style was ele- 
gant, and it didn't hurt that he 
modeled the hero after real-lite 
actor Fred MacMurray. Captain 
Marvel's somewhat militaristic-looking 
uniform was inspired by work Beck had 
recently done to illustrate a story on the 
operetta The Student Prince." 

Like Clark Kent, Billy Batson was a 
reporter, although Billy worked in radio, the 
hot medium of the day. 

Daigh liked the idea and immediately 
commissioned a complete first issue. Ashcan 
editions were prepared for copyright 
purposes under the various names "Flash 
Comics' and Thrill Comics.' Ultimately 
called WHIZ COMICS, the hero was 
renamed Captain Marvel, and WHIZ 
COMICS #2 was commissioned and was the 
first to be published. 

With the immediate success of WHE, 
Daigh asked for substantially more material. 
Parker had left for the army, so Beck was 
paired with science -fiction author Otto 
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SEALS. DOOM 

am, ace mn ofncrwt receives 

A MYSTERIOUS SUMMONS FROM A FLORIDA 
MULTI-MILLIONAIRE HIS ASSISTANT, CAROL 
CLEWS URGES HIM TO TAKE A MUCH- NEEDED 
VACATION INSTEAD BUT WNi CURIOSITY 
IS AKOUSCD 


S^$S TEEJEOJKAIM 

W DAN DARE: 

YOUR ASSISTANCE UR5E- 
EMTLY REQUESTED IN 
SOLVING MURDER MYSTERY 
AT MY ESTATE. PLEASE 
COME AT ONCE. 

CARLOS PESETA 
SFA CASTLE PLC 




LEADS THE DETECTIVE TO A 
OUTSIDE A PRIVATE WllKx* 




AN HOUR LATEf?, DAN 
VISITS THEr SEA CASTLE POL<E CHIEF, WHO EXPLAINS 
THAT A GI6ANTIC DOPE RING IS USING SEA CASTLE 
AS THE LANDING POINT FOR NARCOTICS) SMUGGLED 
FROM THE ORIENT. THE "PIRATE" A GAMBLING SHIP 
ANCHORED OUTSIDE THE THREE-MILE UMIT 15 QC 
L1E.VED TO BE THE CONTACT BOAT. BUT So FAR 
POUCE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO DISCOVER HOW THE 
DRUGS ARE BROUGHT ASHORE FROM THE "PlgATE! 



VERY INTERESTING. BUT| 
IM HERE TO LOOK INTOi 
THE SEMINOLE 3AM 
MURDER. 15 THIS THE 
KNIFE THAT KJLLED 




HAVING SEEN THE MURDER, 
PORTUGUESE PETE DEMANDED A 
eWGEf? SHAPE OP THE SMUGGLING 
PROFITS. TO GET RIO OF HlM. PESETA 
CALLED ME IN TO BUILD UP A CASE 
A&AINST HIM. 



BY THE WAY. HERE 5 THE 
*3,00O PESETA PAID ME. 
GIVE IT TO THE COMMUNITY 
CHEST WITH MY REGARDS. 




WELL, SONNY BOY, YOUVE 
HAD YOUR FUN. NOW 
YOU'RE GOING TO TAKE A. 
GOOD LONG VACATION. 



OKAY, SLAVE' 

DRIVER. 
WHERE TO? 




DAK DARE 

% POLICE HEADQUARTERS • 
SEA CASTLE. FLA. 
EXTORTION GAM3 DEMANDS * 900,000 
0R.WHL DYNAMITE My HOUSE AND 
Hit ME AND MY FAMILY. AFRAID TO 
TELL POLICE. YOUR HELP VITAL. 
PLEASE HURRY. 
S 1 ** J. MORGAN BUCKSWORTC 
^sSJ SAN FRANCISCO. CAL. 



BANG.' 



. jbO CAROL'S PLANS 
O^GET DAN AWAY FOR 
A* LONG OVERDUE VACATION. 
SEE NEXT MONTH'S DARING 



ADVENTURE OF 

* . IN ' 

$500,000 OR ELSE 



NAME YOUR FAVORITE WHIZ COMICS CHARACTER 
WIN Free Cash Prizes! 

Every character in WHIZ COMICS is BRAND NEW. You've never 
seen any of them before. We want to know how you like them and 
what you think of this issue of WHIZ COMICS. For giving us your 
opinion... and thus helping us to make this magazine the best of its kind 
sold anywhere. ..we are offering 825.00 in cash ABSOLUTELY FREE ! 



FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE RULES: 

of 50 words or lest, giving us your 
opinion of Ibi* issue of WHIZ COMICS. Fivomble or 
unfavorable, your comnieDts rousl re Bed your honest 

2. Till in ihe coupon below, much il 



MAIL THIS COUPON NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 1940 
Ttn Editor. WHIZ COMICS 

My Favorite Character In WHIZ COMICS it ■■ 

My Prim Conteit Litter It attached 




s 25.00 

IN CASH 
PRJZES 

BEST LETTER '10.00 
SECOND BEST LETTER 

! 5J)p 
10 NEXT BEST LETTERS 

'1.00 EACH 
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Binder. The two worked magic for 
the next twelve years. Beck, assist- 
ed by Pete Costanza, did the lion's 
share of the artwork, but even he 
could not keep up with the 
demand for new Captain Marvel 
stones. For CAPTAIN MARVEL 
ADVENTURES #1 in 1941, the 
prolific team of Joe Simon and Jack 
Kirby was commissioned to create four new stories at breakneck speed. 

As the demand for Captain Marvel stories increased, an army of 
other artists stepped in to draw the stories, but it is the timeless work of 
Binder and Beck that remains meet memorable. Binder is credited with 
introducing some of the most important elements of the feature, includ- 
ing Mary Marvel, Mr. Talky Tawny, and the Sivana family. His most 
famous creation may be the insidious worm Mr. Mind, introduced in the 
legendary serialized story "Captain Marvel Versus the Monster Society 
of Evil." Binder is credited with writing over fifty percent of the Captain 
Marvel and family stories during his twelve-year run. 

Unlike Superman, whose name was not franchised to other heroes 
until the 1950s, Captain Marvel quickly introduced readers to his sister, 
Mary Marvel, Captain Marvel Jr., also known as newsie Freddy 
Freeman, and three stalwart men known as the Three Lieutenant 
Marvels. Even Billy's fnendly Uncle Dudley donned a costume, albeit 
without any powers to back ham up. And that's not to mention Hoppy, 
the Marvel Bunny! 

Captain Marvel and his colleagues headlined about a dozen titles 
for Fawcett during the 1940s, his sales frequently surpassing 
Superman's. He even beat the Man of Steel into the movie serials, with 
Tom Tyler starring in 1941s twelve-chapter escapade. 

Still, the National lawsuit sapped the Big Red Cheese's strength, 
and as the years passed, super-heroes faded in popularity. With 
declining sales, Fawcett settled out of court and folded the entire Marvel 
franchise in 1953. 

Ironically, in 1972, DC Comics licensed Captain Marvel and 
reintroduced Billy Batson and friends to a new generation in the title 
3HAZAM1. C.C. Beck was back on the art but soon departed over 
creative differences. Captain Marvel and his fellow Fawcett heroes are 
now a part of the DC family, and the Man of Steel and the World's 
Mightiest Mortal fight for justice as allies. 

— Robert Greenberger 
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"Captain Marvel" 


"Scoop Smith" 


Story by Bill Parker 


Story & Art by Unknown 


Art by C.C. Beck 




"Lance O'Casey" 


"Ibis the Invincible" 


Story by Bill Parker 


Story by Bill Parker 


Art by Pete Costanza 


Art by Bob Kingett 




"Dan Dare" 


"Golden Arrow" 


Story & Art by Unknown 


Story & Art by Unknown 




"Spy Smasher" 




Story & Art by Unknown 


Original cover illustration 


by C.C. Beck 



